
Conducting research in Churchill: Researcher FAQ 
 
Are you a researcher interested in conducting your studies in Churchill Manitoba but 
don’t know how? The Churchill Northern Studies Centre is the place to go! The Churchill 
Northern Studies Centre (or CNSC) is an independent, non-profit field station focused 
on research and education in the subarctic. We provide accommodations, meals, 
equipment rentals, and logistical support to scientific and social researchers working on 
a broad range of topics in the north. In this document we will give you all the details on 
what you need to know in order to complete your research in Churchill. 
 
How to get started 
 
If you are a researcher that would like to stay at the Churchill Northern Studies centre, 
the first step is to submit a booking request form which can be found on our website 
under the research tab. https://churchillscience.ca/research/research-booking-request/ 
 
In the form you will provide us with your name and contact information, requested dates 
of stay, project information, number of guests, vehicle/firearm rentals, and required 
equipment and lab space. Once submitted, our staff will get back to you as soon as 
possible to confirm details and availability, after which you will be approved to stay at 
the CNSC! 
 
Getting to Churchill 
 
Churchill Manitoba is located on the shores of Hudson Bay at a latitude of 58.5 degrees 
north. There are no roads that directly link Churchill with the rest of Manitoba. The two 
main ways to get to Churchill are by plane or by train. If you decide to fly to Churchill, 
you will mostly fly with Calm Air out of Winnipeg or Thompson. Flights can range in 
price and frequency depending on the time of year you would like to visit. If you arrive 
by train, you will take Via Rail, which is either a 2 day journey from Winnipeg, or a 16 
hour overnight journey from Thompson. Regular economy seats or sleeper berths are 
available on the train for whatever you prefer.  
 
Getting to the CNSC 
 
Once you arrive in Churchill, a staff member from our centre will come to pick you and 
your gear up. If arriving by plane, a CNSC staff member will meet you inside the airport 
and help you load your bags into our vehicle. The centre is about a 20 minute drive from 
the airport. If arriving by train, a CNSC staff member will usually meet you somewhere 
on the train station platform, however if you don’t see them you can usually find one of 
our buses or vehicles with a CNSC logo nearby in the parking lot. From the train station 
in town it is about a 30 minute drive to the centre.  
 

https://churchillscience.ca/research/research-booking-request/


Alternatively if you plan on renting a vehicle from a local business in town and do not 
need a pick up, or if you would like a drive to the rental company to pick up your vehicle, 
please let us know ahead of time.  
 
Departure 
 
Please coordinate with one of our science staff members before your day of departure 
in order to organize a ride to the airport or train station if required. Both Calm air and Via 
rail request that their travelers arrive at least 1 hour before the scheduled departure 
time.  
 
Vehicle rental options 
 
If you require a vehicle in order to conduct your research here in Churchill, there are a 
couple different options from which you can choose.  
 
The CNSC has a fleet of vehicles ranging from SUV’s, pick ups, passenger vans, small 
buses, snowmobiles and ATV’s which you can rent at full or half day rates. Vehicle 
availability is not guaranteed, and so it is best to inquire ahead of time to determine if a 
vehicle matching your requirements will be available during the time of your stay. 
Vehicle rental fees can be found on our website under the fees tab 
https://churchillscience.ca/about/fees/ .  
 
Alternatively, you can choose to rent from a vehicle rental service in the town of 
Churchill such as Churchill Auto Rentals https://tamarackrentals.ca/ 
 
Bear Safety  
 
Churchill is known as the polar bear capital of the world, and thus proper safety 
precautions for working in bear country must be taken at all times. A bear guard is 
necessary whenever conducting research in the field. Researchers are allowed to bear 
guard for their own groups under the condition that the team member bear guarding has 
a PAL (Possession Acquisition License) and firearm experience. Researchers can rent 
firearms and ammunition from the CNSC free of charge. 
 
If none of your team members have a PAL or firearm experience, you will be required to 
hire a bear guard, either from the CNSC or from a local bear guard company. Bear 
guard services from the CNSC are $262 an hour, and are subject to staff availability. 
Local companies will charge comparable rates, and may have different availability 
schedules.  
 
 
Shipping equipment 
 

https://churchillscience.ca/about/fees/
https://tamarackrentals.ca/


If you have equipment that you need shipped to Churchill, most will use Canada post for 
smaller packages and Purolator for larger packages/pallets. You can ship your 
packages a few weeks ahead of time and we can hold your items at the centre until 
your arrival. On the package make sure to put the head researchers name on the 
package in ℅ the CNSC science department, and email our science department 
(research@churchillscience.ca) ahead of time to let us know when large shipments are 
coming.  
 
Lab space 
 
At the CNSC we have dry and wet lab space available for you, including the use of lab 
benches and fume hoods. We also have the following lab equipment available for you to 
use: 

● Microscopes (stereo and compound), slides and cover slips 
● Centrifuges, desiccant ovens, scales 
● - 80 ℃ deep freezer, fridges, conventional freezers 
● Glassware such as erlenmeyer flasks, beakers, burrettes, vials, jars 
● Plastic containers and test tubes, graduated cylinders, pipettes 
● Nitrile gloves, kim wipes, sharps disposal  

   
Please let us know ahead of time if you will require lab space for your stay. For a more 
detailed list of lab equipment we have available to use, please email us at 
research@churchillscience.ca  
 
Storage 
 
If you have equipment that you need stored at the centre, we have a limited amount of 
storage space that may be available for you to use. Please contact us to inquire about 
storage space. The CNSC provides free unheated storage space to researchers on 
gear that is less than 2 m3  (approximately pallet sized). If you require larger storage 
rooms, heated storage areas, or vehicle storage, please visit our website to see our 
rates https://churchillscience.ca/about/fees/. You are welcome to use our -80 ℃ deep 
freezer free of charge to store samples, provided they are labelled and dated.  
 
The CNSC has a very limited supply of chemicals, so we ask for researchers to please 
bring their own chemicals and compounds. We do have chemical closets in which you 
can store chemicals during your stay here.  
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